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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-22 are pending in the application. 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-5, 9, 11-15 and 21 drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering VEGF 
protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

II. Claims 1-8, 10-15 and 22, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering nucleic 
acid encoding VEGF, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

III. Claims 1-5,11-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
VEGF expression, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

IV. Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
VEGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

V. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of VEGF 
protein, classified in class 530, subclass 399. 

VI. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
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stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of nucleic 
acids encoding VEGF, classified in class 435, subclass 320.1. 

VII. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances VEGF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

VIII. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances VEGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

IX. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of 
VEGF protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

X. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
nucleic acids encoding VEGF protein, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

XI. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
agent that enhances VEGF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 
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XIL Claim 1 9, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
agents that enhances VEGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XIII. Claims 1-5, 9, 1 1-15 and 21 drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering BDNF 
protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

XIV. Claims 1-8, 10-15 and 22, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering nucleic 
acid encoding BDNF, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

XV. Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
BDNF expression, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

XVI. Claims 1-5,11-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
BDNF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XVII. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of BDNF 
protein, classified in class 530, subclass 399. 

XVIII. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
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stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of nucleic 
acids encoding BDNF, classified in class 435, subclass 320.1. 

XIX. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances BDNF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

XX. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances BDNF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XXI. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of 
BDNF protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

XXII. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
nucleic acids encoding VEGF protein, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

XXIII. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
agent that enhances VEGF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 
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XXIV. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
agents that enhances BDNF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XXV. Claims 1-5, 9, 1 1-15 and 21 drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering bFGF 
protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

XXVI. Claims 1-8, 10-15 and 22, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering nucleic 
acid encoding bFGF, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

XXVII. Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
bFGF expression, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

XXVIII. Claims 1-5,11-15, drawn to a method of preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering an enhancer for 
bFGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XXIX. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of bFGF 
protein, classified in class 530, subclass 399. 

XXX. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
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stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more of nucleic 
acids encoding bFGF, classified in class 435, subclass 320. 1 . 
XXXL Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances bFGF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 

XXXII. Claims 16-18 and 20, drawn to a combination for preventing or treating male 
erectile dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder comprising an agent that 
stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more agent that 
enhances bFGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 130.1. 

XXXIII. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination 
comprising an agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and 
one or more of bFGF protein, classified in class 424, subclass 198.1. 

XXXIV. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile 
dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination 
comprising an agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and 
one or more nucleic acids encoding bFGF protein, classified in class 514, subclass 
44. 

XXXV. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile dysfunction 
or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination comprising an 
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agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and one or more 
agent that enhances bFGF production, classified in class 536, subclass 24.5. 
XXXVI. Claim 19, drawn to a method for preventing or treating male erectile 

dysfunction or female sexual arousal disorder by administering a combination 
comprising an agent that stimulates male erectile or female sexual function and 
one or more agents that enhances bFGF function, classified in class 424, subclass 
130.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons. 

The inventions of Groups V-VIII, XVII-XX, XXIX-XXXII are patentably distinct from 
the inventions of Groups I-IV, IX-XII, XXIII-XXVI, XXI-XXIV, XXV-XXVIII, XXXIII-XXVI 
because the inventions are drawn to compositions and methods that are not directly related. The 
methods of Groups I-IV, IX-XII, XXIII-XXVI, XXI-XXIV, XXV-XXVIII, XXXIII-XXVI can 
be carried out using other compositions rather than the compositions claimed in Groups V-VIII, 
XVII-XX, XXIX-XXXII, for example, Viagra. Therefore, the inventions of Groups V-VIII, 
XVII-XX, XXIX-XXXII are patentably distinct from the inventions of Groups I-IV, IX-XII, 
XXIII-XXVI, XXI-XXIV, XXV-XXVIII, XXXIII-XXVI. 

The inventions of Groups V-VIII, XVII-XX, XXIX-XXXII are patentably distinct from 
each other because the inventions are drawn to materially distinct compositions. The protein, 
nucleic acid, expression enhancer and functional enhancer of Groups V-VIII, XVII-XX, XXIX- 
XXXII are biologically, chemically and functional different from each other. Therefore, the 
inventions of Groups V-VIII, XVII-XX, XXIX-XXXII are patentably distinct. 
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The inventions of Groups I-IV, IX-XII, XXEI-XXVI, XXI-XXIV, XXV-XXVIII, 
XXXIQ-XXVI are patentably distinct from each other because the inventions are drawn to 
methods that require different starting materials and modes of operation. Each method involves 
different method steps. Therefore, the inventions of Groups I-IV, IX-XII, XXIII-XXVI, XXI- 
XXIV, XXV-XXVIH, XXXIII-XXVI are patentably distinct. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. A search of the subject matter of one invention 
would not be co-extensive with a search of the other invention, and therefore the search would be 
burdensome. Each invention is capable of supporting a separate patent. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include (i) an 
election of a species or invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To reserve 
a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and 
specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall be treated 
as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In 
either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
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Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Celine X Qian whose telephone number is 703-306-0283. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Remy Yucel can be reached on 703-305-1998. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3014 for regular 
communications and 703-305-3014 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 

Celine Qian, Ph.D. 
July 21, 2006 

CELINE QIAN, PH.D. 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



